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g > f 57 > Abstract: Contrast is enhanced significantly in front of a laser pulse by converting the wavelength of the laser pulse temporarily 

^ into another one using nonlinear optica] action, increasing the intensity ratio between a pulse peak and its preceding part and then 

<s| reconverting the wavelength of the converted laser beam into the original wavelength using nonlinear optical action. At the same 

Otime, the laser pulse can be saturation -amplified by a laser amplifier to form an ultrashort pulse. An ultrashort excimer laser pulse is 

^ thereby generated without using an expensive mode lock laser. 
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